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Message from the Town Manager 
 

Dear Corte Maderans: 

 

As most of you are aware, the Corte Madera Town Council 
has heard several discussions on the potential renewal of 
Measure B, commonly referred to as the Corte Madera İ 
Cent Sales Tax Override, and at the February 20, 2018 Town 
Council meeting, Council voted to introduce an Ordinance 
that, if adopted by Council at the March 6, 2018 meeting and approved by 
voters at the June 5, 2018 election, would do each of the following: 

 

¶ Extend. Extend the current 1/2 percent sales tax measure until it is 
amended or ended by voters. Extending the measure enables long-
term infrastructure planning to occur in order to address sea-level rise 
and improve the Townôs flood control and transportation systems.  

 

¶ Repeal and Replace. Repeal the Townôs existing storm drainage 
special property tax of $98 per residential unit and $98 per 1,000 
square feet of commercial space and Replace the lost drainage 
property tax revenues with a 1/4 percent increase in the sales tax. In 
effect, storm drainage and flood control costs will be shifted from 
local property ownerôs tax bills (saving $98 per unit per year) to 
regional sales tax revenue sources (estimated average increase of $13 
per resident per year). The overall local sales tax level would increase 
from 8.75% to 9%, a rate equal to the 9% that currently exists in San 
Rafael, Larkspur and Fairfax.  

 

Community outreach is a critical component in educating the community 
about the value of this sales tax to the Town, which has considerable 
infrastructure and maintenance needs in flood control, street repair and 
maintenance, fire prevention, disaster preparedness (i.e. flooding, 
earthquake, wildland fires), and the need for facilities and programs for 
youth and our aging population. Staff has scheduled the following 
community forums in order to continue the conversation, provide 
information and respond to questions. Both forums will take place at the 
Corte Madera Community Center, located at 498 Tamalpais Drive in 
Corte Madera. 

¶ Saturday, March 31st from 10a.m. to 12p.m.  
¶ Wednesday, April 4th from 6p.m. to 8p.m. 

 

Information regarding the sales tax measure, including links to 
information presented at recent public meetings, can be found on the 
Townôs website. For a quick fact sheet on Measure B, please proceed to 
page 2 and 3 of this newsletter.  
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Todd Cusimano 
Town Manager 
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Measure B Sales Tax Fact Sheet 

¶ First initiated by Town Council in 2013 and 
approved by 68% of town residents in 2014, the 
6-year measure  is set to expire in April 2020, 
unless renewed by voters  

  
¶ The purpose of the sales tax was to relieve poor 
Town financial conditions, build depleted 
reserves and provide a funding source for 
public safety and capital improvements (road 
maintenance, transportation safety, and 
infrastructure related to flood control, levees, 
pumping stations, etc.)  

 
¶ Sales tax revenue from the half-cent measure 
averages $2.5 million per year, or $15 million 
for the life of Measure B (2014-2020) 

 
¶ Unique to the Town, and of great fiscal incentive for local voters, approximately 90% of the 
revenues generated from the local sales tax are paid for by visitors who come to Corte Madera 
to shop at local malls and auto dealerships. So for every $1 spent by Town residents, $9 is 
leveraged by regional shoppers for the benefit of local property owners, business owners and 
visitors who enjoy the Townôs roadways, open spaces and amenities.   

 
¶ As a general tax approved at a general election, the funds can be used for any General Fund 
purpose of Town operation. However, with the help of the Citizensô Oversight Committee the 
Town committed to dedicate these funds primarily to Capital Improvements, Infrastructure 
Enhancements and Reserves. 

 
¶ Larkspur just passed a Ĳ cent sales tax measure renewal without a sunset provision. 
 
¶ As state and federal fund sources decrease, California cities increasingly turn to sales tax 

measures to fund critical 
municipal functions.  
Since 2013, there have 
been 146 new approved 
sales tax measures 
statewide. 

Skidmore Owings and Merrill rending of potential future bike and pedestrian crossing at 
Tamalpais Drive and US 101  

One of the Townôs ten flood control pump stations. 
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Measure B Sales Tax Fact Sheet 

¶ In the past, Corte Madera has relied upon funding sources such as the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission, property 
taxes, sales taxes and various state and 
federal sources. In nearly every case, 
these funding sources have either 
dwindled or have become less reliable. 

 
¶ The Townôs current Capital 
Improvement Projects total more than 
$15 million over the next five years, 
more than $20 million in the following 
five years, and over $53,000,000 million 
by 2030. Without Measure B funding, 
the Town will not have sufficient 
resources for Capital Improvement 
Projects by 2023, and by 2024, would 
deplete its entire General Fund 
reserve to complete needed projects. If 
the sales tax measure is not renewed, 
by 2025, the Town may be unable to 
fund any capital projects with local 
funds. 

 

Considerations regarding Ĳ cent renewal:   
¶ Current projected flood control and transportation capital construction and maintenance needs 
between 2018-2030: $53,550,000 

 

¶ Projected sales tax revenue between 2018-2030 at Ĳ cent tax level: $40,000,000- $44,400,000 
 

¶ It is a realistic goal to offset $10,000,000 in unfunded needs via local, state and federal grants 
 
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS?  
For general information about Measure B or Town Management, contact Todd Cusimano, Town 
Manager: tcusimano@tcmmail.org or 415-927-5050.  

 
For information on Town finances, 
financial projections/expenditures, 
contact Daria Carrillo, Finance 
Director: dcarrillo@tcmmail.org or 
415-927-5055.  
 
And for questions or comments 
about current and future 
infrastructure and capital 
investments, contact Peter Brown, 
Public Works Director: 
pbrown@tcmmail.org or  
415-927-5057. 
 

    Photo 1 (above) and Photo 2 (bottom left) show the Highway 101 
interchange and Corte Madera Center during January 1982, showing 
effect of ñ100-year floodò on filled area in floodplain prior to flood-
protection measures which were implemented several years later.  
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